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tion with this Music Festival and to present| 

awards to those who have been recognised as| 
masters of this art. It was my great privilege to! 
inaugurate last year the Sangit. Natak Akadamij 
sponsored -by Government of India. It gives me; 
great pleasure to associate myself with fhe iirst Music| 
Festival organized by e/a 


T AM very happy to be present here today.in connec~ 


Music occupies an important place in our lives. 
We in India have inherited a rich tradition in music 
as also in other arts. Our 
forebears looked upon 
music as one of the 
means of reaching spiri- 
tual heights. ‘Theretore, 
they developed it almost 
to perfection. Whatever 
be our views on the fun- 
ctions of music in this age, 
we can hardly deny the 
great potentiality of 
music and its harmoniz- 
ing influence. The har- 
mony which music 
creates has its effect on 
the atmosphere and also 
on those. who listen and 
sing. Itwas this deep- 
seated faith in the. poten- 
tialities of music which 
mide the’ people of our 
country assign it.a very 
important role im. our 
social and’ cultural ° life. 
There is hardly an Indian’ festival or any social 
occasion or a cerem)ny or ritual in waich music is not, 
assizned a place. ‘From time immzmorial we have/| 
learnt’ to appreciate rnusic and to count it among; 
the foremost achiévements of man. 

i 

~ With the passage of time our tastes have perhaps 
undergone a good dezl of change, but our traditional 
“ and classical music has not undergone any fundamental 
or essential change. During the period of Muslim -rule- 








in India, classical music received not only patronage 
from kings and nobles but underwent some modifica- 
tions also to suit the times, and the music of northern: 
India of today has adopted forms.and expressions. 
which are largely derived frcm and inspired by those 
times. But whatever these modifications in form 
and expression may be, they are only on the surface. 
The core and = soul’ of. Indian music have> 
remained classical and it is:still a living force. It is 
hoped that even now it possesses the vitality and 
potentiality to adapt itself to changing times. 
Classical music flourish- 
‘ed in an exclusive atmos- 


phere of the courts of 
Indian Rulers, ‘While’ it’ 
is a fact that princely. 


_patronage kept the torch 
- of music burning, it cannot 
be gainsaid that the general | 


mass of Indian people 
has not remained in 
touch with it. Thus a 
gulf has come to exist 
between what is. best in: 
our tradition and the 
tastes of the people. If 
music in this country’ 
has to flourish, this 


obvious gulf between the 
most developed music 
and popular tastes must 
be bridged. If necessary 
the classical forms of 
music should be adapted 
to present-day needs and the common man educated 
to appreciate what is good in it. 
f 


ff : hs F = ig 
My In Republican India’ the princes no longer occupy. 
the place which was theirs formerly. The patronage 


| of music and other arts must, therefore, pass‘to the 


, people or their Government. v 
of the purposes behind establishing the Sangit Natak 


I believe this was one. 


Akadami set up through the efforts of the Union 
Continued on page 56 
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Ministry of Education. Within this short period of 
_one-year only reports have come about the establish- 
ment of branches of the Akadami and other similar 
institutions and it is my hope that in course of time 
branches of the Akadami or other similar organisa- 
tions will have been established in all States and thus 
sufficient encouragement given to music all over the 
country. In this democratic age it is necessary that 
every good cause should derive its strength and 
support from the people. I am sure the Akadami 
will endeavour to bring music out from the: atmos- 
-phere of exclusiveness, making it possible for- the 
common man to hear it and to react to it. Funda- 
mentally sound and intrinsically uplifting as the 
strains of our traditional music are, I have no doubt 
that before long it will get the popular recognition 
necessary both for making music.an integral part of 
our national life and also for saving our. valuable 
heritage from languishing. + ; 
oe 
I wish the Sangit Natak Akadami success in its 
efforts to popularise music and congratulate all the 
musicians and artists who have been recipients of 
special awards. 


